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does not get it. Because they do not
live in their world, they live in the real
world, where you have to finance what
you have, where those challenges get
harder and harder every day, and where
you are competing in a market where
people do this.

There are 70 export credit agencies in
the world, all competing for the same
business, all helping their homegrown
businesses compete for the same busi-
ness we are competing for. Unilateral
disarmament. So it was not for any
other purpose than the passion we have
for this institution that Senator CANT-
WELL and I started talking about this
during the TPA discussion, started say-
ing: We need a path forward so the
charter of the Bank does not expire, so
that we actually reauthorize the Bank
before the end of this month.

I would like to tell you that the pros-
pects are great, that the overwhelming
economic logic of the Export-Import
Bank has overcome all of the ideolog-
ical discussions. I would love to tell
you that. I would love to tell you we
are absolutely doing something in a
timely fashion, we are doing something
that makes common sense. Guess what.
We are not. We are going to see the
charter expire unless we, every day,
come here and beg for a vote, unless we
see movement in the House of Rep-
resentatives, so that the charter does
not expire. I am saying: Do not leave
the small businesses of this country,
the hope of this country behind. Let’s
reauthorize the Export-Import Bank,
let’s do it sooner rather than later, and
let’s actually respond to the concerns
of the American manufacturing popu-
lation.

I yield the floor.

———
URBAN FLOODING AWARENESS
ACT
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, big

storms and heavy rain often lead to
flooding in cities. It seems like that is
happening more frequently and the
floods have been more damaging. In
May we saw the extent of the damage
that can be done when flood waters in-
undate a city. Twenty-seven people
died in Houston, TX as a result of the
rainfall and flooding there. Eleven peo-
ple are still missing. The truth of the
matter is, we don’t have very much
data on frequency, severity, or how we
might better prepare for the kind of
weather that turns into flooded streets,
businesses, and homes.

I introduced a bill this week, with
Senator WHITEHOUSE and Congressman
QUIGLEY in the House, to address that.
The Urban Flooding Awareness Act
calls for a study to document the costs
to families, business, and government
associated with urban flooding. There
are many ways we can do a better job
of preparing for storm flooding—in-
cluding creative, environmentally
sound, ‘‘green infrastructure” ap-
proaches—but first we need to have a
firm understanding of the scope of the
problem.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

Stronger, more destructive storms
are pounding urban areas at an alarm-
ing rate. They threaten the quality of
drinking water. Urban floods erode
river banks and spread pollution. They
bring massive damage to homes and
businesses. When you consider events
like Superstorm Sandy and Hurricane
Katrina, it is clear we need to do more
to understand how flooding can be pre-
dicted and prevented.

In Illinois we have had more than our
fair share of urban flooding in recent
years. Chicago has seen three ‘‘hundred
year floods” in the last 5 years.

Just a few inches of water can cause
thousands of dollars in damage for both
home and small business owners. Wet
basements from flooding events are one
of the top reasons people do not pur-
chase a particular home. Industry ex-
perts estimate flooding can lower prop-
erty values by 10 to 25 percent. More-
over, nearly 40 percent of small busi-
nesses do not reopen following a dis-
aster, according to FEMA, the Federal
Emergency Management Agency.

Most homeowners in urban areas do
not have Federally backed flood insur-
ance through FEMA’s flood insurance
program. They are not able to partici-
pate in the flood insurance program be-
cause it focuses entirely on designated
floodplains along rivers, not in urban
areas. With the frequency and severity
of storms growing year by year, we
need to gain a better understanding of
flooding in our cities.

A clear definition of urban flooding—
which this legislation would estab-
lish—would allow experts to under-
stand the scope of the problem, develop
solutions, and consider more than just
coastal and river flooding when design-
ing flood maps. The bill also would re-
quire FEMA to coordinate a study on
the costs and prevalence of urban
flooding and the effectiveness of green
and other infrastructure.

The Urban Flooding Awareness Act
will help American communities iden-
tify ways to protect our investments
and our environment. I urge my col-
leagues to support it.

——————

REMEMBERING MARSELIS
PARSONS

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I would
like to pay honor to a Vermont legend
who passed away last month. Marselis
Parsons, known to friends as ‘‘Div,”
was a deeply respected newsman in my
home State. His low, steady voice in
anchoring the evening news became a
mainstay in living rooms for decades.
Div Parsons knew news. He knew the
importance of having personal connec-
tions, and he built trust based on his
integrity and fairness.

Div Parsons rose through the ranks
at Vermont’s CBS affiliate, WCAX
Channel 3, and he never became too im-
portant in his own mind that he
wouldn’t report on a fire or track down
a lead. In short, he knew the pulse of
the State, and he reported on what he
knew. He also shared his years of expe-
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rience with young reporters, many of
whom he hired straight out of college
and gave them the break they needed.

When he wasn’t working long hours
at the station, he was known to take to
the waters of the great Lake Cham-
plain, either on his antique power boat
or, if the winds held up, under full sail.
In retirement, he still relished track-
ing the latest political news.

I am grateful for our friendship and
our many conversations over time, and
I am grateful that he was able to cher-
ish the recent birth of his grand-
daughter, Pippa. Div Parsons’ death
will leave a void, no doubt, but we’ll
have many memories to share.

I ask unanimous consent to have
printed in the RECORD a fitting tribute
to Div Parsons that ran in the Times
Argus newspaper.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From Barre Montpelier Times Argus, June
1, 2015]

‘DIV’ DEPARTS

This last week saw the departure of Bob
Schieffer from the anchor desk of the CBS
show ‘‘Face The Nation,” and closer to
home, the passing of a Vermont television
icon, Marselis Parsons. While Schieffer occu-
pied a place in the national consciousness, it
is not a mistake to place the two men in
company. They represent the best of an era
in television that is rapidly receding into
history.

For Vermont, Parsons was the face that a
generation of Vermonters grew up with, in
an era when the habits of the populace were
still to turn on the local news at 6 p.m., fol-
lowed by the national report at 7 p.m. He was
both larger than life, and unassuming in a
way that led us to welcome him into our
homes. “‘Div,” as he was nicknamed through
obscure origins, was for many the one and
only local news anchor they knew.

Because of the vagaries of television trans-
mission over the hills of Vermont, many
children in rural homes—and their parents—
had just one or two options on the dial be-
yond the local PBS station. Even then, the
reception was sometimes tricky leading to
elaborate coat hanger antennas on the TV
and ‘‘snow” making the picture a bit fuzzy.
But the television was often the window to
the wider world—both the world at large, and
because of Parsons and family-owned WCAX,
the world in the next town over, or in the
state of Vermont at large.

He was the guide to the stories that con-
nected Vermont and gave us a sense of
shared identity, whether we turned on the
evening news in Derby Line or in Tinmouth.
He reported on the first Green Up Day, in
1970, on the return of hostages from Iran in
1980, and was the anchor the day that Dick
Snelling died and Howard Dean was sworn in
as governor. Parsons became synonymous
with Channel 3, and both remain Vermont
institutions.

He looked us in the eye and told us the bad
news when tragedy had struck; he also
shared the triumphs of the day, or narrated
some kind of community gathering in one of
the tiny towns that Vermont is known for.
He often shared a chuckle with his co-an-
chors, but never allowed his personality—of
which there was plenty—or his demeanor to
outshine the efforts of the team as a whole.

He could be, as his former colleague Kris-
tin Carlson recalled, unscripted and direct on
live television, meaning the reporters in the
field had better know their story and be able
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